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AH claims being allowable. PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included 
herewith (or previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance and Issue Fee Due or other appropriate communication will be mailed in due course. 
THIS NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the 
initiative of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1.313 and MPEP 1308. 


1 . ^ This communication is responsive to communications filed on 11/03/2000 . 

2. S The allowed claim(s) is/are 7:9. 

3. □ The drawings filed on are acceptable as formal drawings, 

4. □ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d). 

a) □ All b) □ Some* c) □ None of the: 

1. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the 

International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* Certified copies not received: . 

5. S Acknowledgement is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S. C. & 119(e). 

Applicant has THREE MONTHS FROM THE "MAILING DATE" of this communication to file a reply complying with the requirements noted 
below. Failure to timely comply will result in ABANDONMENT of this application. THIS THREE-MONTH PERIOD IS NOT EXTENDABLE. 

6 □ Note the attached EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT or NOTICE OF INFORMAL APPLICATION (PTO-152) which gives reason(s) why 
the oath or declaration is deficient. A SUBSTITUTE OATH OR DECLARATION IS REQUIRED. 
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(a) □ including changes required by the Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review( PTO-948) attached 

1) □ hereto or 2) □ to Paper No. . 

(b) S including changes required by the proposed drawing correction filed 03 November 2000 , which has been approved by the 

examiner. 

(c) □ including changes required by the attached Examiner's Amendment / Comment or in the Office action of Paper No, . 


Identifying indicia such as the application number (see 37 CFR 1.84(c)) should be written on the drawings. The drawings 
should be filed as a separate paper with a transmittal letter addressed to the Official Draftsperson. 
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ALLOWANCE should also be included. 
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Application/Control Number: 09/500,735 Page 2 

Art Unit: 2875 

DETAILED ACTION 
Reasons for Allowance 

1 . The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 
Claims 7-9 are allowed. 

Prior art discloses a lighted computer keyboard having: 
a keyboard housing; 

a plurality of key members constructed of a substantially hard non- 
deformable material, the key members depressably positioned within the 
keyboard housing, the plurality of key members also including at least twenty-six 
key members having letters displayed thereon; 

a. an elastic diaphragm underlying the key members for biasing the key 
members in an upward direction; 

Prior art does not disclose: X—^ , i /? / . , . ^ 


a. a circuit board underlying the plurality of key members and the elastic {)^Al^<kr 
diaphragm, the circuit board being operational to produce signals in response to "P*^* ^•'^•K 
depression of the key members; and tss^ e^l/y 

a luminescent planar sheet for producing light, the luminescent planar 
sheet positioned between the plurality of key members and the elastic 
diaphragm, and being optically connected to the key members so as to permit 
the transmission of light to at least some of the plurality of key members, the 
luminescent planar sheet also including a plurality of holes underlying the key 
members for permitting the key members to engage the elastic diaphragm. 
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b. a substantially translucent elastic diaphragm underlying the key members 
for biasing the key members in an upward direction; 

a circuit board underlying the plurality of key members and the elastic 
diaphragm, the circuit board being operational to produce signals in response to 
depression of the key members; and 

a luminescent planar sheet for producing light, the luminescent planar 
sheet underlying the key members and the elastic diaphragm, and being 
positioned between the elastic diaphragm and the circuit board, the luminescent 
planar sheet being optically connected to the key members so as to permit 
the transmission of light to at least some of the plurality of key members. 

c. a substantially translucent elastic diaphragm underlying the key members 
for biasing the key members in an upward direction; 

a substantially translucent circuit board underlying the plurality of key 
members and the elastic diaphragm, the circuit board being operational to 
produce signals in response to depression of the key members; and 

a luminescent planar sheet for producing light, the luminescent planar 
sheet underlying the key members, the elastic diaphragm, and the circuit board, 
the luminescent planar sheet being optically connected to the key members so 
as to permit the transmission of light to at least some of the plurality of key 
members. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
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Art Unit: 2875 

accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 


2. The proposed drawing correction and/or the proposed substitute sheets of 
drawings, filed on 1 1/03/2000 have been approved by the examiner. 

3. The application having been allowed, formal drawings are required in response 
to this Office Action. 


Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to David V. Hobden whose telephone number is 703-305- 
4469. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Sandra L O'Shea can be reached on 703-305-4939. The fax phone 
numbers for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are 703- 
308-7722 for regular communications and 703-308-8303 for After Final 
communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-305- 
0956. 


Drawings 


Conclusion 
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